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CALENDAR, OBERLIN IN SHANSI, 1925-1926
1925
September 10—F i r s t  S em es te r  Opens
October 2 —Moon F e s t i v a l : a holiday
October 10— A nniversary  o f  t h e  Republic : a holiday
October 14—C onfuc ius’ B ir th d ay  : a  holiday
D e c e m b e r22-25 C h r i s tm a s  Holidays
1926
Ja n u a ry I—N ew  Y ear’s  Day : a  holiday
Ja n u a ry 27—Final  E x am in a t io n s  Com m ence
February 3 - E n d  o f  F i r s t  S e m e s te r
March 6—Second  S e m e s t e r  Opens
April 5—C h in ese  Memorial D ay  : a  holiday
June 14—S en io r  E x am in a t io n s  Com m ence
June 2 1 — Final E xam ina t ions  Com m ence
J u n e 27—B acca lau rea te  Sunday
June 29—C om m encem en t
J u n e 30—E n d  of Second S em es te r
OBERLIN IN SHANSI, 1924-1925
NATURALIZATION PAPERS.
One of t h e  o u ts tan d in g  even ts  o f  t h e  y ea r  h a s  been 
th e  decision t o  apply for reg is tra t ion  a s  a  p r iv a te  school 
in th e  governm ent educat iona l  s y s te m .  G rad u a te s  from 
schools reg is te red  w ith  t h e  go v ern m en t  have  special pri- 
vileges which a rc  n o t  ex ten d ed  t o  g ra d u a te s  of u n reg is te r ­
ed schools ,  such  ns tak ing  th e  en t ra n ce  examinations for 
governm ent  universi t ies  and being qualified t o  vo te .  
H e re to fo re  th e re  h a s  been cons ide rab le  leniency on 
th e s e  po in ts ,  b u t  n ew  regu la t ions  taking effect th i s  
sp r in g  a rc  in tended  t o  e n fo rc e  t h e  d is t inc tion .
T h e  poin t  a t  issue a s  f a r  a s  C h r i s t ia n  schoo ls  a rc  
concerned is t h a t  t h e  regu la t ions  for reg is te r ing  provide 
t h a t  specifically re ligious s tud ies  a n d  exerc ises  shall  be
N aturalization Papers
A New Day in Religious Life
F acu lty -S tuden t Cooperation 
Young China Revolts 
A thletics
New Q uarters
H o w  It  C o n i e s  a n d  W h e r e  I t  G o e s
excluded from th e  curr icu lum  and  required  exerc ises  of
%
t h e  schoo l .  T o  m any  even o f  th o se  w ho a r e  inclined to  
recognize th e  possibly su p e r io r  effectiveness o f  voluntary  
re ligious ac tiv i t ies ,  th is  seem s  l ike  su rrender ing  th e  
possibili ty of falling back on  com pulsion  fo r  im m a tu re  
s tu d e n t s  who fa il  t o  respond to  even th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  
and we 11-organized re ligious educat ion  p ro g ra m ,  a n d  they  
a rc  n o t  qu i te  willing t o  burn  th e i r  bridges .  However, 
bo th  C h in e s e  and  A m er ican  m e m b e rs  of our s taff  and 
board of m an ag e rs  felt t h a t  we were ready  t o  co m m it  
ourse lves  t o  a  religious educa t ion  p rogram  m ade  en tire ly  
vo lun ta ry  a s  f a r  a s  w orship  and  Bible s tudy  a r e  concern­
ed, and natura lize  o u r  schoo ls  in th e  life o f  China.
A NEW DAY IN RELIGIOUS LIFE.
This does not m ean  t h a t  t h e  s tu d e n ts  a r c  lef t  to  
th e m se lv e s  in t h e  m oral  and  religious life. W h e re a s
form erly ,  a  nominally  religious chape l  se rv ice  was re ­
qu ired  live days  a  week, now a  school assem bly  of some- 
s o r t  is  requ ired  th e  s a m e  num ber of days.  O n  tw o  days 
a  week, t h e  assem bly  m e e ts  in tw o  sec tions ,  one  a s  full 
of t h e  s p i r i t  of w orsh ip  a s  possible for th o s e  u h o  care  
t o  re g is te r  fo r  it and  th e  o th e r  a “  m ora l  lec ture .”  Th is  
ch an g e  was m ade  th is  sp r ing  te rm ,  and  it is  s ign  m eant  
t h a t  w h ereas  on ly  half t h e  h igh  school s t u d e n t s  arc
A New Day in Religious Life 
F acu lty -S tuden t Cooperation 
Young China Revolts 
Athletics
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H o w  I t  C o n i e s  a n d  W h e r e  I t  G o e s
church  m em bers ,  125 o u t  of 156 high school s tu d e n t s  
chose  t h e  fo rm er  t y p e  of service.  O n  th e  rem ain  inf* 
th ree  days ,  t h e  assem bly  h a s  been taken  up  by  add resses  
by  o u ts id e rs ,  t a lk s  by Seniors,  life-work m eetings  and 
ta lks  on  t h e  m ain  ideas  o f  each  group of courses .  The 
preceding sen tences  concern  t h e  high school only. 
T h e  p r im ary  school a n d  k inderga r ten  have t h e i r  own 
programs.
B efore  th ese  changes  were m ade ,  we had  a lready  se t  
as ide  th e  W ednesday  chapel  per iod  fo r  a  school p ra y e r ­
meeting. a t ten d an c e  a t  which w as  pure ly  voluntary ,  and 
t o  which th e re  was n o  a l te rn a t iv e  serv ice .  Th is  
a r ran g em en t  con tinues ,  and  while t h e  a t te n d a n c e  of 
faculty  and s tu d e n ts  var ies  and  ra re ly  goes above 
one-fourth  of t h e  to ta l  num ber  in high school,  we feel 
th a t  i t  is worth  while to  g ive  special oppor tun i ty  for 
such  a  se lec ted  group.
Next fall, in place of t h e  requ ired  Bible study, it is 
p roposed  t o  organize  a  jo in t  s tudent-facul ty  “ Religious
Investigation S oc ie ty ,”  which will organize i t s  own
#
Study co u rse s  in t h e  f a c t s  and  teach ings  o f  t h e  C h r is t ian  
religion, th e  application o f  C h r i s t ia n i ty  t o  modern 
problems, and  com para t ive  religion.
FACULTY-STUDENT COOPERATION.
Such a socie ty  will tak e  i t s  place w ith  tw o  existing 
o rgan iza t ions  w hich  have sp rung  into being t h i s  year— 
th e  Science C lub  and the S o c ie ty  fo r  t h e  s tu d y  of Chinese 
Culture. T h ese  organizations,  while formed upon faculty  
in i t ia t ive ,  a rc  offered by s tu d en ts -w i th  facul ty  advisers  
and  have d one  much to  p rom ote  vo lun ta ry  work  by 
s tu d e n t s  ou ts ide  th e  cu rr icu lum , working largely in 
g roups  on assigned su b jec ts  o r  problems.
T h e  re la t ions  between facul ty  and  s tu d e n t s  during 
th e  y ea r  have been m o s t  cord ia l ,  reflecting a  healthy 
sp i r i t  of cooperation  and  good-will in th e  faculty  itself 
F acu l ty  m e m b e r s  have co ach ed  a th le t ic s  and th e  
-d ram atics  club, and  facu l ty -s tu d en t  co n tes ts  in various 
s p o r t s  have  helped t o  p rom ote  fellowship.
F aculty -S tuden t Cooperation
Young China Revolts
A thletics
New Q uarters
YOUNG CHINA REVOLTS
T h e  y e a r  has  been full of tu rm oil  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  
coun try .  In m any  places th e re  have been an t i - fo re ign  
and  an t i -C hr is t ian  d em o n s t ra t io n s  ( the  second ty p e  
ar is ing  f ro m  th e  first) even in C hris t ian  schools.  Some 
go v ern m en t  ed u c a to rs  have  ad o p ted  reso lu t ions  which 
would change  C h r is t ian  schools  in to  w ash ed -o u t  dupli­
c a t io n s  o f  governm ent  schools .  On to p  of all th is ,  there  
ca m e  th e  Shanghai incident ,  m a d e  doubly shocking to 
t h e  C h in ese  because  t h e  v ic t im s  w ere  s tu d e n t s .  The 
re la tions  between fo re igners  and  C hinese  have been 
particular ly  s t ra ined  in Shangha i  fo r  y ea rs ,  s ince  over  a 
million C hinese  in t h e  foreign s e t t l e m e n ts  have no  share  
in th e  o v e rn m e n t .  I t  is  only n a tu ra l  there fore  th a t  
China  shou ld  seek  a  s e t t l e m e n t  of th e  Shangha i  t ragedy  
th a t  will d o  aw a y  w i th  t h e  underlying c a u ses  o f  m isu n ­
ders tand ing  a s  well a s  ad jud ica te  t h e  im m e d ia te  issues.
T h e  Shanghai a ffa ir  s t i r r e d  up  th e  s tu d e n ts  of th e  
c o u n t ry  like wildfire. In alm ost  all schools ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  
felt t h a t  t h e  only way t o  sh o w  th e i r  p a t r io t ism  was to
Young China Revolts
A thletics
s t r ik e  a t  once and  d e m o n s t r a te .  I t  speaks  well for the
san i ty  o f  o u r  s tu d e n ts  t h a t  t h e y  p ro p o sed  a  b e t te r  w ay ,
and  pe t i t ioned  th e  faculty  t o  allow th em  t o  t a k e  the ir
exam ina t ions  dur ing  th e  rev iew  period, in m any  ca ses  a t
th e  c o s t  of p o o re r  m arks ,  and  so  free t h e m  for ac tiv i t ies  
• •
during examination  week. T h is  reques t  w as  g ra n te d  and 
a  faculty  co m m it te e  a s  well a s  individual m em bers  
coopera ted  with th e m  in th e  in t e r e s t  o f  maintaining a 
really co n s t ru c t iv e  p re sen ta t io n  of C h in a 's  s i tu a t io n  and 
needs.  They  lec tu red ,  p resen ted  tw o  plays, and  s t i r red  
up  th e  people  of th e  c i ty  and  coun ty  t o  ra ise  a fund of 
§2000 C hinese  for t h e  aid of th e  s t r i k e r s  in Shanghai.
ATHLETICS
T h e  a th le t i c  season  th i s  sp r ing  a  l i t t le  b e t t e r  th an  
broke even a s  f a r  a s  o u ts id e  c o n te s t s  w ere  concerned, 
a s  w e  won in all ev e n ts  w i th  one school a n d  tied with 
o u r  o th e r  co m p et i to r .  T h e  p rob lem  o f  in terscholast ic
a th le t ic s  is n o t  less involved in C h in a  th an  in America. 
W i th in  our walls, two new fea tu res  m ark e d  th e  athlet ic  
work. In tin* in te r -c la ss  com p et i t io n  in t rack ,  t h e  final 
s tanding of each c la s s  w as  de te rm ined  by  th e  com pos i te  
sco re  of t h e  individual m em bers  o f  t h e  c lass  for every 
even t .  Any s tu d en t  who failed to  p ar t ic ipa te  scored zero
A Close Finish for the 220
fo r  h is  c la s s .  T h e  annua! t rack  m ee t ,  following th ree  
weeks of such  com pet i t ion ,  gave t h e  five b es t  m en in
e a c h  ev e n t  a  ch an ce  t o  b e t t e r  th e i r  s c o re s  fo r  t h e  sake 
o f  th e  general c la ss  score ,  and  w en t  off very  well. I t  was 
run  off exactly on  t im e  th ro u g h o u t  fo r  t h e  f irs t  t im e  in 
recorded  h is tory .
T h e  seco n d  new fe a tu re  w as  in t h e  c o n te s t  for th e  
M o y c r -H u tch in s  shield, when it was required  th a t  every 
m em ber  of each  c lass  shou ld  play in a t  leas t  o n e  o f  the 
five s p o r t s  as ide  from t rack  T h is  f e a tu re  w as  success ­
ful b u t  un fo r tuna te ly  it was impossible t o  secure  a  clean 
cu t  decis ion  in regard  t o  th e  shield, a s  t h e  p a t r io t ic  
e x c i te m e n t  in te r fe re d  with playing off t h e  final m a t ­
ches ,  and  th e  c lass  t h a t  w a s  ad judged  winner had  won
only  th re e  even ts  o u t  o f  th e  six . However ,  w e  hope for 
a  tho ro u g h ly  successfu l  season next  year.
NEW QUARTERS
T h e  p a s t  y ea r  h a s  been  m ark e d  not only by  the 
com ple t ion  and  occupat ion  of th e  Adelaide Edm onds 
Memorial ,  which was formally  opened on J u n e  3, hut 
a lso  by  th e  addit ion o f  a  new building for laboratory ,  
rec ita tion  a n d  office purposes ,  t o  be known as  t h e  F r e ­
d e r ic  W y e t t  Fairfield Memorial Building. Th is  building, 
which w as  originally bu i l t  in 1905 a s  a n  A m erican  B oard  
residence, w as  purchased  in 1909 for t h e  Memorial 
A ssocia t ion  w ith  funds  given by M r. H e n ry  A us t in  of 
Oak P a r k ,  Illinois, and  w as  used a s  t h e  res idence  of th e  
A m erican  rep resen ta t iv e  until  1923. G i f t s  from the 
family and  friends o f  F red e r ic  W y e t t  Fairfield, O.C. 
’08, a m o u n t in g  to  $1500 gold, made possible  th e  addition 
o f  a  second s to ry ,  providing com m odious  room s fo r  the
physics ,  c h e m is t ry  a n d  biological labo ra to r ie s ,  a s  well as
•
a  s tudy  and  s tock-room  combined fo r  t h e  scientific 
t e a c h e r s .  T h e  lower floor w as  rem odeled  and  adap ted  for 
use  a s  c lass-room s and oilices, m aking possible fo r  th e  
first t im e  th e  holding of al l  r e c i ta t io n s  in tw o  buildings 
fo r  t h a t  purpose,  ins tead  of in ro o m s  s c a t t e r e d  all a round 
th e  cam pus .
The Hem ingw ay M em orial D orm itory  
'f ro m  ih e  n e w  main g a te '
The Fairfield Building
FINANCES. 1924-1925
HOW IT COMES.
(). S. M. A. (including advance  on 1925-26).. .Gold $16,750 
A m er ican  Hoard (in add it ion  t o  t h e  salary
one family) ................................................ Soo
T u i t io n  and Room -rent  ...................................... 1,076
O th e r  F e e s ...............................................................  299
Gifts  for Running E x p e n s e s  ............................  2 2 1
G if t s  fo r  capita l  .............................................. 364
$19,210
B alances  on  prev ious  y e a r  a n d  refund.. .  ... 1,202
A djus tm en t  of e x c h a n g e .....................................  55
§20.467
HOW IT GOES
S a la r i e s ....................    $9,121
S-rrvice. h e a t  and  light ............................. ... 2,091
R e p a i r s ..................... .............................  . . .  270
E q u ip m en t  ...........    941
S ta t io n e ry  a n d  P r i n t i n g ...................................... 239
L i b r a r y .................... ............  ................... . .  -172
A th le t i c s  and  P h y s ic a l  E d u ca t io n  ............ 317
S tu d e n t  A c t iv i t ie s  ............................................... 22
l a b o r a t o r y  S u p p l i e s ............................  . . .  45
Manual Training ..........    47
S u n d ry  E x p e n s e s  ..............................................  393
G r a n t s  from Tuit ion  t o  B o ard  ....................  IS I
C en t ra l  S ch o o l  E x p en se s  ............ $13,872
0
Public i ty  ...............................................................  724
O uts ide  P r im a ry  Schools  .............................  443
P rec ious  Dew G ir ls ’ School  .............................  332
Fellowship  and  S ch o la rsh ip  G r a n t s  ............ 379
Fellowship and  S ch o la rsh ip  Loans  ............ 685
Insurance  ................................................................ 30
Tota l  C u r re n t  E x p e n s e s ....................  $16,465
C em e te ry  Im p ro v em en ts  .............................  200
Sundry  Accounts  .............................................  86
C ash  balances—July  31, 1925.............................  3,716
$20,467
